9-11 Letter sent to House Leadership

Below is a letter sent to Speaker Hastert and Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi today by a
bipartisan group of House members. Congressman Pence was one of four original signers of
the letter, which focuses on recommendations for Congress in response to the 9-11
Commission report. Click  here to view pictures from a press conference held today to
address this issue.

Dear Mr. Speaker and Ms. Minority Leader:

As you know, after nearly 20 months of work, the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks
Upon the United States (9-11 Commission) issued its findings and recommendations to the
public today. We are writing to express our support for the work of the commission and to urge
the Congress to move forward on the Commission’s recommendations on a bipartisan basis as
soon as possible.

In its report, the commission issued 37 recommendations to help prevent future terrorist attacks,
including details of a global strategy and government reorganization necessary to implement
that strategy.

The Commission cited the need to attack terrorists and their organizations; prevent the
continued growth of Islamic terrorism; and protect and prepare for terrorist attacks. To
implement that strategy, it cited the need to unify U.S government efforts by linking intelligence
and operational planning in a new National Counterterrorism Center; uniting the intelligence
community under a National Intelligence Director; encouraging information sharing among
decentralized government networks; strengthening congressional oversight and intelligence and
homeland security; and strengthening existing national security workforce.

After 20 months of work by the commission, and nearly three years after the September 11
attacks, there is not a moment to lose in moving forward with the commission’s
recommendations. We appreciate the Speaker’s stated commitment in this regard. While the
recommendations must be debated fully, and may be adjusted, we urge that hearings begin the
first week of September, as soon as Congress reconvenes.

It seems to us that beginning hearings on the Commission’s findings before another anniversary
of the attacks passes would be an important signal to the families of the victims, as well as to all
the American people, that Congress will work together on behalf of our great nation to help
make this country safer.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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